Risk Assessment for Tool Session
Instructor: Christopher Perrio-Stone

This session allows the students to hands on with the larger tools used in Bushcraft, these tools are primarily used in the collection
and processing of firewood, and for routine tasks around the main camp location.
The students will receive tool talks on all the below:
Bow Saw
Natural made Mallet
Loppers
Folding Saw
Billhook

General

Hazard

Weather

Harm

Hypothermia

At risk

Persons undertaking
instruction

Existing measures / new measures

* Inform student’s best clothing for this time of year.
* Raincoats, Hats, Gloves. Layering system, Sun protection
* Environmental Shelter and first aid kit close by.

Who will do it? when?

WCPS – throughout session.

Bow Saw
Hazard

Improper use of
bow saw
Falling branches

Harm

Wounds

At risk

Persons using bow saw and
those near by

Existing measures / new measures

*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Inform persons using the bow saw of tool talk.
No glove needed on hand using tool, glove on non-sawing hand.
First aider and first aid kit close by.
Tools counted in and out each session.
Initial one to two supervision for students.
Ensure safety of site if using outside of designated tool use area.
If sawing branches from a tree ensure no one or property will be
hurt or damaged when it falls.
* Remind others in area to stay clear of tools.
* Keep blade cover on when not in use and store in safe designated
area.
* EACH STUDENT WILL BE ISSUED CUT RESISTANT GLOVES

Who will do it?
when?
WCPS - during
session.

Natural made Mallet
Hazard

Improper use of
mallet

Harm

Bumps and
grazes

At risk

Person using mallet and
those near by

Existing measures / new measures

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Inform persons using the mallet of tool talk.
No gloves needed
First aider and first aid kit close by.
Tools counted in and out each session.
Initial one to one supervision for students.
Ensure safety of site if using outside of designated tool use area.
When not in use and store in safe designated area.
Remind others in vicinity to stay clear of tools.

Who will do it?
when?
WCPS - during
session.

Loppers
Hazard

Improper use of
loppers
Falling branches

Harm

At risk

Person using loppers and
those near by

Existing measures / new measures

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Inform persons using the loppers of tool talk.
No glove needed, both hand will be on tool.
First aiders and first aid kit close by.
Tools counted in and out each session.
Initial one to one supervision for students.
Ensure safety of site if using outside of designated tool use area.
Keep in cover when not in use and store in tool bag.
Remind others in vicinity to stay clear of tools.
If sawing branches from a tree ensure no one or property will be
hurt or damaged when it falls.

Who will do it?
when?
WCPS - during
session

Folding Saw
Hazard

Improper use of
folding saw
Falling branches

Harm

Wounds

At risk

Person using folding saw
and those near by

Existing measures / new measures

*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Inform person using folding saw of tool talk.
No glove needed on hand using tool, glove on non sawing hand.
First aider and first aid kit close by.
Tools counted in and out each session.
Initial one to one supervision for students.
Ensure safety of site if using outside of designated tool use area.
If sawing branches from a tree ensure no one or property will be
hurt or damaged when it falls.
* Remind others in area to stay clear of tools.
* Keep blade folded shut when not in use and store in safe designated
area.
* EACH STUDENT WILL BE ISSUED CUT RESISTANT GLOVES

Who will do it?
when?
WCPS - during
session.

Billhook
Hazard

Improper use of
Billhook

Harm

Wounds

Christopher Perrio-Stone

At risk

Persons using Billhook and
those near by

Existing measures / new measures

*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Inform persons using Billhook of tool talk.
No gloves needed using tool.
First aider and first aid kit close by.
Tools counted in and out each session.
Initial one to two supervision for students.
Ensure safety of site if using outside of designated tool use area.
Ensure correct words of command are used when using Billhook with
Mallet.
* Remind others in area to stay clear of tools.
* Keep blade covered when not in use and store in safe designated
area.

Who will do it?
when?
WCPS - during
session.

